Case xxx.
Rocket-bomb with intermittent bursts?

Time: Saturday, June 8, at 23.00 hours
Place: Eskilstuna, county of Södermanland

This case was first reported in Eskilstuna-Kuriren on June 11: 

”V-BOMB SEEN OVER HUGELSTA ON WHITSUN EVE. A number of reports of silvery objects, which brings to mind the German V-bombs, have recently been seen in the press, and late on Whitsun Eve a similar phenomenon was seen over Eskilstuna. The sighting was reported to Eskilstuna-Kuriren by an engineer who is an ex-pilot and must be regarded as a skilled and credible observer. 

”-- What I saw can´t be described in any other way than as a rocket with intermittent exhausts, he says. I had just put out the lights and stood by my window, when I, in the semi-darkness, saw something coming out of the clouds. I had the time to see three or four clear ”outbursts” or explosions. The bomb, if it was one, passed to the west of the city and in northerly direction direction [of flight]. It seemed to be going down at an angle of almost 30 degrees - on this I can´t, of course, be definitely sure - and in that case it ought to have crashed somewhere in the neighbourhood. Possiby it went to the north, over Hugelsta. 

”It could not, says the observer, have been any of our new jets, which have a invariable exhaust and therefore shine like an ordinary rocket. The same did the later V-weapons [V-2] while the first [V-1] had intermittent power.”
  
This article was also published by the Dagens Nyheter, the same day (June 11), and, in a much shorter version, by the Svenska Dagbladet on June 12. It is obvious, from cases we have studied, that the Defence Staff didn´t read [the liberal] Dagens Nyheter, while stories published by [the conservative] Aftonbladet and Svenska Dagbladet were duely noted. Thus it wasn´t until the 12th, when someone at the Staff read Svenska Dagbladet, that this case was noted.

Someone (at the Staff) managed to trace the witness and, seemingly, spoke to him on the phone. The witness was an engineer Enhörning, employed by the Bolinder-Munktell company [a tractor factory]. Seemingly, Mr. Enhörning told the Staff he had seen the phenomenon ”at eleven” and the interviewer wrote 11.00 on his piece of paper. 11.00 was also recorded, in the Defence Staff analysis table, while the correct time of the sighting was in the evening, 23.00, after sundown.  

The witness didn´t believe it was a meteorite he had seen, the exhaust burst had been clear and apparent, ”like from several succesive rockets”. ”Didn´t see the object, just a light phenomenon”, ”distance 800-1.000 meters”, ”faster than an airplane, like an airplane diving”, ”no sound”, ”probable crash close to the Hugelsta farm near Stockholmsvägen [the road to Stockholm]”.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
The case was registered, in the analysis table, as a daytime sighting (11.00 hours) of ”a silvery rocket”, while, actually, it was only a nighttime - sundown was at about 9 o´clock - occurence. The Staff was impressed with Mr. Enhörnings credentials as a technician and as a previous pilot (a colleague!) and with his statement of seeing ”intermittent bursts” (everyone at the Staff knew about the V-1:s mode of appearance), and so the Staff attributed a high value to the sighting. It is very probable, however, that a meteorite frictioning in the atmosphere caused the three or four ”intermittent bursts” observed. The only mystery is, maybe, that noone else reported the meteor that evening. The V-1 tag for what Mr. Enhörning saw may have been inspired by the Eskilstuna air show, two weeks before, where a V-1 was on display for the first time outside of Stockholm.   
  
Status: Probable meteor.
Sources: Eskilstuna-Kuriren (credit: Kjell Jonsson) and Dagens Nyheter, June 11; Svenska Dagbladet, June 12 [Defence Staff files]; Notes in Defence Staff files.

